JEFFERSON PUBLIC LIBRARY
City of Jefferson, Oregon
Unattended Child Policy

INTRODUCTION
Purpose of Procedure: Children under the age of ten are required to be supervised when they

visit the library, and we want parents and guardians to be aware of what is expected of them
and their children.

Mission: Jefferson Public Library supports an informed community, lifelong learning and the love
of reading by promoting access to the universe of ideas and information to all city and county
residents.

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Safety: The safety and security of our patrons is absolutely essential and is a prerequisite for
pursuing our other goals. The Library Staff work hard to ensure every patron, child or adult, is
safe and secure in the library.

Comfort: In order for the library to reach its full potential, patrons must feel comfortable using the
library’s space and resources to meet their needs.

PROCEDURE

The library welcomes children and encourages parents to bring them to the library to access
materials, use our public computers, play, and learn. The following rules apply to library users
17 years of age or younger.

Library staff are not responsible for the supervision of children in the library
Children over the age of 10 may use the library unattended by an adult
Children 10 years of age and younger must be attended by someone 12 years of age or
older, pursuant to state law (ORS 163.545)

e Inthe event that a child 10 years of age or younger is left unattended in the library, every
attempt will be made to contact the child’s parent or guardian

e |[f the parent or guardian of an unattended child 10 years of age or younger cannot be
reached for a significant amount of time, Library Staff may contact Law Enforcement at
their discretion
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