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City of Jefferson, Oregon 

Teen and Children’s Special Collection Development Policy 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Purpose of Procedure: The Teen and Children’s Special Collections were developed to meet 

the need for the Jefferson Public Library to provide appropriate and useful resources to young 

people facing difficult situations. This collection gives young adults and children safe and 

reliable answers to important questions, even if they deal with issues young adults may have 

difficulty talking about with their family, friends, or Library Staff.  

 

Mission: Jefferson Public Library supports an informed community, lifelong learning and the love 

of reading by promoting access to the universe of ideas and information to all city and county 

residents. 

 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

 

Intellectual Freedom: Library users make choices as to what items they and their children will 

use based on individual interests and standards. Jefferson Public Library supports the right of 

each family and individual to decide which items are appropriate for use by their children and 

themselves. The Library adheres to the principles of intellectual freedom adopted by the 

American Library Association as expressed in the Library Bill of Rights, the Freedom to Read, 

and the Freedom to View statements. 

 

Privacy: Materials that are checked out to individuals over the age of 13 are kept private by the 

Library and are not shared with anyone else, including family members, spouses, and 

employers, unless required by a court-ordered subpoena. Some users may feel that bringing 

certain items to the Library Staff for checkout would be embarrassing or stressful, so the library 

allows material in the Teen and Children’s Special Collections to be taken from the library on the 

honor system rather than a traditional check out. 

 

PROCEDURE 

 

Materials for the Teen and Children’s Special Collection are chosen to fulfill perceived needs 

among youth in the Jefferson and CCRLS community. Any Request for Reconsideration of 

Library Materials submitted for items in the Teen and Children’s Special Collections will follow 

the same process as outlined in the Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials Policy. 

These resources are evaluated based on a number of additional criteria, including, but not 

limited to, the following: 

 

● Topic 

● Accuracy 

● Presentation/Appeal:  



● Reading level/age appropriateness 

● Cost 
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