
JEFFERSON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

City of Jefferson, Oregon 

Request for Reconsideration of Library Material Policy 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Purpose of Procedure: The library makes every attempt to ensure that every item included in 

the library’s collection meets the selection criteria as outlined in the Jefferson Public Library 

Collection Development Policy, but it is a possibility that Library Staff could mistakenly include 

an item that does not meet the selection criteria. If a patron notices material they believe should 

not be included in the collection, this policy outlines the process by which the library will 

consider their complaint. 

 

Mission: Jefferson Public Library supports an informed community, lifelong learning and the love 

of reading by promoting access to the universe of ideas and information to all city and county 

residents. 

 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

Intellectual Freedom: Library users make choices as to what items they and their children will 

use based on individual interests and standards. Jefferson Public Library supports the right of 

each family and individual to decide which items are appropriate for use by their children and 

themselves. The Library adheres to the principles of intellectual freedom adopted by the 

American Library Association as expressed in the Library Bill of Rights, the Freedom to Read, 

and the Freedom to View statements. 

 

Diversity: Our goal is to collect materials that reflect a wide range of views, expressions, 

opinions, and interests. Specific items acquired for the collection may include those that are 

unorthodox, unpopular with the majority, or controversial in nature. The Library’s acquisition or 

ownership of such material does not constitute endorsement of the material’s content. 

 

Lifelong learning and literacy: Every library user should be able to use the library’s available 

resources to learn throughout their life. In order to ensure that this is possible, the library will 

strive to collect the resources necessary to accommodate the different information needs of the 

public as those needs change. 

 

PROCEDURE 

 

Upon receipt of a verbal or written request for reconsideration, the library will follow the following 

steps to determine what will happen to the material in question. 

 

● Library Staff will provide a Request for Reconsideration of Library Material Form for the 

person or organization to complete. This form, filled out in its entirety, is required for any 

Request for Reconsideration to proceed. 



● The completed Request for Reconsideration of Library Material Form will be forwarded 

to the Library Director.  

● The Library Director will evaluate the material against the currently enacted Collection 

Development Policy and will respond to the complainant(s) within 10 business days. 

● If the Library Director determines that the item in question does not meet the criteria of 

the Collection Development Policy, the item will then be removed from circulation. If they 

determine that the item does in fact meet the requirements, the material will remain in 

circulation. 

● Appeals to the Library Director's decision may be brought to the City Manager’s office in 

writing by the requesting party. 

● NOTE: The library is required to report all challenges and Requests for Reconsideration 

to the American Library Association Intellectual Freedom Committee as part of its 

regular statistical reporting. 

 

Effective date: ____________________________ 

 

Nadia Heinrich, Library Director 

 

Approved by City of Jefferson Library Committee: ___________________ 

 


