JEFFERSON PUBLIC LIBRARY
City of Jefferson, Oregon
Library Code of Conduct

INTRODUCTION

Purpose: The Jefferson Public Library is open to the public and welcomes all members of the
community through its doors. In order to ensure that the library remains a safe, comfortable, and
inviting place for all who wish to use it, certain behaviors are not allowed on library property.
This procedure outlines which behaviors are prohibited and what the consequences are for
violating the code of conduct.

Mission: Jefferson Public Library supports an informed community, lifelong learning and the love
of reading by promoting access to the universe of ideas and information to all city and county
residents.

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Safety: The safety and security of our patrons is absolutely essential and is a prerequisite for
pursuing our other goals. If a behavior puts the safety or security of the library’s staff, other
library users, or other members of the Jefferson community at risk, then the library has a
responsibility to limit that behavior.

Comfort: In order for the library to reach its full potential, patrons must feel comfortable using the
library’s space and resources to meet their needs. If a behavior leads to many other patrons
feeling uncomfortable, scared, or irritated in the library, it is in the best interests of the
community to limit that behavior.

PROCEDURE

Library Staff will use their judgement to determine whether an individual's behavior violates the
Library Code of Conduct. The following behaviors are prohibited in the library. This list is not
comprehensive, and serves as a guide rather than a prescriptive list of rules.

Any behavior that violates the law

Any behavior that violates any other enacted library Policy

Attempting to steal library materials or equipment

Intentionally damaging or breaking library materials, equipment, or fixtures
Fraudulently attempting to use another patron’s library account

Possessing or consuming alcohol or other drugs

Threatening or harassing library staff or other library users

Possessing a knife, gun, or any other weapon, unless carried by Law Enforcement or
individuals licensed to carry handguns in accordance with state law



e Any other behavior that reduces the safety and comfort of Library Staff or other library
users

o This includes odors: Patrons must be free from strong or disruptive odors,
including but not limited to body odor, excessive fragrance, or other scents that
may interfere with others’ ability to use the library comfortably.

o This includes attire: Patrons must wear appropriate clothing, including shirts and
shoes, while in the library. Clothing that is excessively revealing, contains
offensive language or imagery, or is otherwise deemed disruptive may not be
permitted.

If someone violates the Library Code of Conduct, they may be subject to the following
consequences depending on the severity and frequency of the violation at the discretion of
Library Staff and Law Enforcement officers.

Verbal warning

Loss of computer use privileges for the day
Permanent loss of computer privileges
Temporary ban from library property
Permanent ban from library property
Involvement of Law Enforcement officials
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