JEFFERSON PUBLIC LIBRARY
City of Jefferson, Oregon
Collection Development Policy

INTRODUCTION
Purpose of Procedure: The Collection Development Procedure supports the Library in its

mission and core values by defining collection development principles. It provides direction for
the growth and development of collections.

Mission: Jefferson Public Library supports an informed community, lifelong learning and the love
of reading by promoting access to the universe of ideas and information to all city and county
residents.

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Intellectual Freedom: Library users make choices as to what items they and their children will
use based on individual interests and standards. Jefferson Public Library supports the right of
each family and individual to decide which items are appropriate for use by their children and
themselves. The Library adheres to the principles of intellectual freedom adopted by the
American Library Association as expressed in the Library Bill of Rights, the Freedom to Read,
and the Freedom to View statements.

Diversity: Our goal is to collect materials that reflect a wide range of views, expressions,
opinions, and interests. Specific items acquired for the collection may include those that are
unorthodox, unpopular with the majority, or controversial in nature. The Library’s acquisition or
ownership of such material does not constitute endorsement of the material’'s content.

Lifelong learning and literacy: Every library user should be able to use the library’s available
resources to learn throughout their life. In order to ensure that this is possible, the library will
strive to collect the resources necessary to accommodate the different information needs of the
public as those needs change.

PROCEDURE

Responsibility: Designated library staff, under the guidance of the Library Director, selects
library materials following the criteria identified below.

Criteria: General criteria for selecting library materials include, but are not limited to, the
following:

e Budget and space limitations

e Condition of materials

e User demand, interest, or need



Contemporary significance and/or utility

Professional, high quality content that has been independently and positively reviewed in
a major review journal

Timeliness of content

Relation to existing collection

An original or alternative point of view

Authenticity of historical, regional, or social setting
Suitability of subject and style for the intended audience
Appropriateness to interest and skill of intended audience
Local emphasis

Availability from other CCRLS libraries

Selection Sources: Common sources for material selection include, but are not limited to, the

following:

Reviews in professional library and publishing publications, both print and online, such
as Publisher’s Weekly, Library Journal, Booklist, etc.

Individual subject expertise of staff

User recommendation

Coverage in local newspapers, on recognized authoritative blogs and websites, and in
bookstores

Publisher’s catalogs

Standard bibliographies

Media promotions

Request for Reconsideration of Materials: Any challenge of materials or requests for

reconsideration must follow the process as described in the Request for Reconsideration Policy,
including submission of the Request for Reconsideration form.

Gifts, Donations, and Memoarials: The Library welcomes donations of books and other materials.

Donated materials must be evaluated by Library staff as described in the Library Donation

Policy.

Maintenance, Replacement, and Withdrawal of ltems: The Library continuously evaluates the

collection to ensure its continued fulfillment of the Selection Criteria. Materials may be removed
from the collection at the Library staff's discretion as each item’s current condition, use, and
other factors are taken into account by Library staff.
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